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ACTION AF-10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 12 NEA-10 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 
H-01 INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 
SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 IO-13 AID-05 ACDA-07 /103 W 

191632Z 009755/53 

P 191542Z APR 77 
FM AMEMBASSY LUSAKA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 5455 
INFO AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY KINSHASA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY RABAT RABAT PRIORITY 

CONFIDENTIAL LUSAKA 1048 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, ZA, CG, AO, MOPS 

SUB J : ALLEGED BOMBING OF ZAMBIAN VILLAGES BY ZAIRE 

REF: (A) LUSAKA 991, (B) LUSAKA 1001, (C) LUSAKA 1030 

DCM AT ZAIRIAN EMBASSY HAS PROVIDED EMBASSY WITH INFO 
WHICH HELPS TO EXPLAIN CONFUSION SURROUNDING ZAIRIAN 
REACTION TO ZAMBIAN COMPLAINTS ABOUT BOMBING INCIDENT. 

ZAIRIAN DCM EXPLAINED THAT LENGEMA CAME TO LUSAKA 
APRIL 13 (REFTEL A) WITH NO INSTRUCTIONS RE THE BOMBING 
INCIDENT. RATHER, HE HAD COME TO COMPLAIN ABOUT REPORTS 
THAT THE KATANGESE WERE USING ZAMBIAN TERRITORY AS A 
STAGING AREA. ON HIS ARRIVAL HE WAS BRIEFED BY THE 
ZAIRIAN EMBASSY ABOUT THE BOMBINGS. WHEN QUESTIONED BY 
KAUNDA ABOUT THE INCIDENT, LENGEMA, ACTING WITHOUT 
INSTRUCTIONS, TOLD KAUNDA THAT ZAIRE WOULD CONDUCT AN 
INVESTIGATION, AND, IF THE INCIDENT HAD TAKEN PLACE, PAY 
COMPENSATION. LENGEMA THEN RETURNED TO INSHASA BUT DID 
NOT HAVE A CHANCE TO MEET WITH MOBUTU BEFORE MOBUTU 
BLAMED THE RUSSIANS FOR THE BOMBING (REFTEL B). FOLLOWING 
MOBUTU'S STATEMENT, ZAIRIAN AMBASSADOR WAS CALLED IN AND 
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ASKED BY THE FOREIGN MINISTER IF LENGEMA HAD PROMISED 
INVESTIGATION FOLLOWED BY REPARATIONS ON HIS OWN OR IF HE 
HAD SPOKEN FOR MOBUTU. ZAIRIAN EMBASSY THEN ASKED KINSHASA 
FOR CLARIFICATION AND RECEIVED ASSURANCES, SUBSEQUENTLY 
PASSED TO THE ZAMBIANS, THAT MOBUTU STOOD BEHIND LENGF.MA'S 
PROMISE (REFTEL C). 
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COMMENT :HWE CONTINUE TO BELIEVE THAT THE ZAMBIANS WOULD 
PREFER TO PLAY THE BOMBINGS DOWN AND THAT IF SOME 
RECOGNITION OF CULPABILITY AND TOKEN OFFER OF COMPENSATION 
IS MADE THEY WILL BE INCLINED TO FORGET THE INCIDENT. 
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